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EACS Statement against discriminatory legislation in Russia

The European AIDS Clinical Society (EACS)" notes with much concern the discriminatory legislative and policy
measures that reflect unjustified and harmful discrimination against gay, lesbian, and transgendered persons in
Russia. Article 6.21 of the Code of the Russian Federation on Administrative Offenses allows the government to
fine individuals accused of the “propaganda of non-traditional sexual relations amongst minors”.

The EACS stands with the communities of lesbian and gay people in Russia. We strongly feel that all people
deserve dignity and freedom of expression. We refer to the UNAIDS founder Jonathan Mann, who pointed out at
the World AIDS Summit in London in 1988: “The inextricable linkage between health and human rights is
paramount — a synergistic relationship exists between the promotion of health and of human rights”.

The EACS fully recognises that it is appropriate to protect minors from harmful information. However, we are
concerned that the provisions not only affect basic human rights, but also result in harmful public health policy since
they add to the already existing barriers related to HIV prevention, diagnosis, access and retention in care. The
legal framework in States should do everything to reduce stigmatisation.

EACS calls upon the government of the Russian Federation to abolish this harmful law and respect the rights of all
people. By doing this, the Russian government has a perfect opportunity to advance the human rights of gays and
lesbians, and thereby support controlling its HIV and HCV epidemics.

EBponenckoe knuHunyeckoe obwectso ClOa (EACS)[1] BblpaxaeT rnybokyld 06eCnokoOeHHOCTb MO MoBoaAy
ONCKPUMMNHALIMOHHBIX NPAaBOBbIX W MOMUTUYECKUX MEP, BblI3BaHHbIX HENPABOMEPHOW M NarybHon ANCKpUMmMHaUMEN
rees,, NecOMsIHOK N TpaHcreHaepHbix nuy B Poccun. CornacHo cT. 6.21 Kogekca PP 06 agMMHUCTPATMBHbIX
npaBoOHApPYyLWEHUAX, BracTM UMEKT npaBo WTpadoBaTb 1L, OOBMHEHHbIX B «nponaraHge HeTpaguuMOHHBbIX
CeKcyanbHbIX OTHOLLEHWI Cpean HECOBEPLLEHHOMETHUXY.

EACS BbicTynaeT B NOAAEPXKKY POCCUNCKMX COODLLECTB reeB n necbusiHok. Mbl TBEpAO yBEPEHBLI B TOM, YTO BCE
NoaM OOCTOVHBI YBaXEHUSI U UMEKT NpaBo Ha cBobody camoBblpaxeHusi. Mbl HanomuHaewm, yto B 1988 rogy
[xoHaTtaH MaHH, ocHoBaTenb O6beamHeHHown nporpammbl OOH no BUY/CIOy (UNAIDS), Ha BcemupHom
cammuTe no BUY/CMy B JNloHaoHe ocobo oTMevarn, Y4To «340pOBbe M NpaBa YesnioBeka CBsi3aHbl Hepas3aensHo, 1
3TO Ype3BblYaNHO BaXKHO, MOCKOMNbKY MMEET MECTO CuHepreTudeckasi B3aMMOCBSA3b MeXdy OXpaHOn 340pOBbs U
3alMUTON NpaB YenoBekay.

EACS nonHoCTblo Npu3HaeT HeOBXOAMMOCTb 3alluTbl HECOBEPLUEHHONETHUX OT MHAOPMAaLUKM, KOTOpas MOXET
npuuMHuTE UM Bped. OOHako Hac TPEBOXUT TOT (QakT, YTO MPUHMMAaeMble Mepbl 3aTparMBalT HE TOMbKO
OCHOBHble npaBa 4ernoBeka, HO M yXyOwWarT KayecTBO MporpaMM 34paBOOXpaHeHusi, co3gaBasi HoBble (B
OOMOMHEHUE K YXe CYLLECTBYIOLUMM) OrpaHndeHnsa ang npodpunaktnkm n guarHoctukun BUY/CIMNOa, a tarke ons
[OCTyna K NeYeHno 1 ero perynspHoro npoAaormkeHus. NpaBoBble CUCTEMBbI FOCYAaPCTB OOMKHbI MAKCMMAarbHbIM
o6pa3oM noaaBnATb NPeapaccyakn 1 NPenAaTCTBOBaTb «OXOTE Ha BEAbMY.

EACS npusbiBaeT opraHbl Bnactn Poccuiickon degepanmm OTMEHUTb 3TOT OMNACHbLIA 3aKOH M yBaXaTb npaBa BCex
nogen. Cnegya aTomy Npu3biBY, POCCMINCKME BNAcTU noriydaT NpPeKpacHylo BO3MOXHOCTb BHECTW CBOW Bknaj B
3alMTy 4ernoBeYeckux npaB rees U necbUsHOK U NpPensTCTBOBaTb, TakMM 06pasoM, MX 3apaxeHuio Bupycamu
cnnma v C-renaTtuta.

[1]http://www.eacsociety.org
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